2018 North American Flexible Film & Bag Conference
April 10-12, 2018
W Hotel, Fort Lauderdale, FL
WiFi network: W Meeting Room
Password: PLASTICS
Tuesday, April 10, 2018
1:00pm

-

6:00pm

Golf Outing: Plantation Preserve Golf
Course

(Ticketed event beyond registration) $150

Plantation Preserve is located in South Florida and is surrounded by an Evergladesthemed wetlands area, and a 55-acre, 1.5-mile multi-use trail. Golfers of every level will
be challenged by this 18-hole, Audubon-certified, par 72, championship golf course
measuring over 7,148 yards in length. SeaDwarf Paspalum grass is featured throughout
the golf course.
Price includes: Green fees, Carts, Professional tournament management & services,
Club cleaning services, Box Lunches, Transportation
6:00pm

-

7:00pm

Welcome Reception

Industry

Come mingle with fellow attendees and enjoy light appetizers.
Dinner on Own
Use this first night to schedule dinners with clients, customers or potential customers.
The W Hotel can provide a listing of local restaurants.

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 (Sponsored by NovaChemical)
7:15am

-

7:45am

Joint Buffet Breakfast (Sponsored by NOVA Chemicals)

Industry

8:00am

-

9:00am

Keynote Presentation (Sponsored by NOVA Chemicals)

Mingle

First Sergeant Matt Eversmann (Ret.)
Dedication, Pride and Commitment: Leadership Lessons from Black Hawk Down for
Business & for Life. First Sergeant Matt Eversmann’s legendary leadership while facing
the horrors of war cemented his status as an American military hero. Today, he shares
the lessons of value-based leadership, courage and selfless service.
9:00am

-

9:45am

Recycling and Sustainability Overview

Kim Holmes, VP Sustainability
Plastics Industry Association
The Plastics Industry Association continues to push for greater recycling, use of
recycled content and sustainability in manufacturing for our industry. This includes
action on the legislative and regulatory front, international collaboration, all leading the
way with innovative end market development research. Join this session to learn all
that PLASTICS is doing on the recycling and sustainability front.
9:45am

-

10:00am

BREAK

10:00am

-

10:45am

Transportation Session

Industry

Raul Cavazos, Vice President
J.B. Hunt Dedicated Contract Services
Andrew Leavitt, Director of Fleet Risk Services
Ryder System, Inc.
Doug Adamson, Vice President of Sales
Penske Logistics
This exciting panel, representing some of our country’s largest trucking companies, will
provide attendees with an update on the state of the transportation industry. This
session will include an overview of the issues impacting the transportation and logistics
industry, including freight capacity, driver shortages, and much more. The discussion
will include what shippers can do to help overcome these challenges.
10:45am

-

11:30am

Emerging Trends - Industry 4.0
Tim Erdmann, Principal Strategy & Operations Consulting
Plante Moran, PLLC
You have heard all the buzz, now come and learn the practical implications of Industry
4.0 for your business. Discover how we got here and how you can take advantage of
the digitization of manufacturing.

11:30am

-

12:15pm

Workforce Development
Dennis Gros, Founder and President
Gros Recruiters
Adrianne R. Troilo, SHRM-SCP, SPHR
Managing Director, Administration
Human Resources Director
American Society for Engineering Education
One of the biggest issues facing the industry today is finding and retaining
employees, specifically millennials. Join this session and get expert information
on ways to attract employees and retain them, through best practices and
leadership development.

12:15pm

-

1:15pm

Lunch and Networking (Sponsored by LA Converting
Corporation)

1:30pm

-

2:15pm

It’s Far Past the Time for Curbside Plastic Film Recycling in the U.S.

Industry

Kelly Semrau, Senior Vice President, Global Corporate Affairs, Communications
& Sustainability
SC Johnson
From grocery bags, to food storage, to plastic packing materials, 3 billion pounds of
plastic film is generated each year in the U.S. and most of it ends up in landfills. But
there’s a better option. Curbside recycling could transform the collection and recycling
of plastic film that would otherwise go to landfill. Hear from SC Johnson on the latest
efforts to bring more recoverable residential plastic film into the recycling stream - how it
can be done, and the benefits and challenges of doing so.
2:15pm

-

3:15pm

Innovation Session
Jonathan Quinn, Market Development Manager
NOVA Chemicals
The good, the bad and the opportunity for packaging in E-Commerce
It’s no secret that the world of e-commerce has seen significant growth but the
packaging is what will sustain that growth. This presentation will provide an eyeopening perspective of what some of the current challenges are within the industry and
where it is headed.
Jeff Wooster, Global Sustainability Director
Dow Packaging and Specialty Plastics
Here’s the latest on the Hefty Energy Bag program which captures difficult-to-recycle
plastics such as chip bags and juice pouches and turns those products back into useful
energy. Hear updates on the program, the most recent learnings, results to-date, and
plans to expand the program across the country.

3:15pm

-

3:30pm

BREAK

3:30pm

-

4:15pm

Corporate Tax Reform

Industry

Michael J. Devereux II, CPA, CMP, Partner and Director of Manufacturing,
Distribution & Plastics Industry Services
Mueller Prost
Learn the latest on the recent corporate tax reform legislation. How will it impact my
business? What does it mean to me, individually? Find out the answers to these
questions and more.
6:00pm

-

9:30pm

Reception and Dinner (Sponsored by H Alpine | SCJohnson | LyondellBasell)
Join us for an evening cruise on the Caprice Yacht along the Fort Lauderdale
intracoastal waterway. Enjoy views of the skyline and palm trees against a South

Florida sunset. The evening includes transportation to and from the dock and a
reception and dinner.
Meet in Lobby for transportation at 6pm

Thursday, April 12, 2018
7:30am

-

8:00am

Buffet Breakfast (Sponsored by Sigma Plastics)

Industry Room

8:15am

-

9:00am

Recycling/Sustainability Updates

Mingle

Keith Christman, Managing Director, Plastic Markets
ACC
Shari Jackson, Director, Film Recycling
ACC
Learn how the industry is working together to address a global issue – marine debris.
In addition, get updates on what is being done on film recycling - from design to recycle
guidelines to post-consumer collection and the exploration for new end markets for
reclaimed flexible films.
9:00am

-

9:45am

The Latest on Statewide Uniformity Efforts

Mingle

Matt Seaholm, Executive Director, American Progressive Bag Alliance
The American Progressive Bag Alliance will present to the group about its latest efforts
to seek statewide uniformity of regulations related to food, beverage, and merchandise
containers. The APBA has been successful in a number of states in requiring any
regulation of ‘auxiliary’ containers be done at the state level rather than the local
level. However, activists continue to push city councils and county boards to implement
bans, taxes and fees across the country. This session will provide updates on APBA’s
efforts and ways to engage.
9:45am

-

10:45am

Global Outlook for Ethylene and Polyethylene

Mingle

Nick Vafiadis, Senior Director Polyolefins and Plastics
IHS Markit
The capstone of the conference is the indispensable presentation on the latest data and
key insights related to the global outlook for ethylene and polyethylene. Don’t miss this
session as you cannot plan for the future without strong data.
10:45am

-

11:00am

Conference Wrap-Up
Mark Teo, Chairman of the Flexible Film and Bag Division, Chief Operating
Officer, Sigma Plastics

11:00am

-

12:00pm

FFBD Board Meeting
(closed meeting for FFBD board members only)

Studio 1

