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PLASTICS Zero Net Waste Program

The ZNW Verification Checklist and Agreement should be submitted after approval of the 
Qualification Checklist, and once measurable progress is being made in material diversion. 
There is no minimum window of time between submitting the Qualification Checklist and 
Verification Checklist, but it is recommended that you wait at least three months if you are 
just embarking on the ZNW journey. If the site is already achieving very high diversion 
due to programs that have already been in place, a company may consider submitting the 
Qualification and Verification Checklists within a more narrow time frame.

The information provided in the Verification stage will need to demonstrate full implementation 
of waste diversion strategies at your facility or office. One the checklist and supporting 
documentation are reviewed and approved, you will be send the files for the ZNW 
logos for use.

Once in the program, you will be asked to verify ongoing efforts around your zero net waste 
program on an annual basis to continue participation as a member in good standing with 
the program and continue use of the logos. All ongoing verification requests will be made in 
January of each year.

Contact Information

Company Name ______________________________________________________________

List Facility or Office Location: __________________________________________________

By (Signature): __________________________________ Date Submitted: ______________

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Title: _______________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________________________________

Email:______________________________________________________________________

FACILITY/OFFICE: ANNUAL VERIFICATION 
CHECKLIST & AGREEMENT



PLASTICS Zero Net Waste Program

1. Materials Characterization

What is your stated recovery goal?

Have you reached your recovery goals?  Yes  No

If you have not reached your goal, what steps are you taking to overcome challenges?

How are you measuring success? (increased volumes of recyclables, 
capturing and overall recovery rate, etc.)
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Please describe your greatest program success to date:

What goals do you want to accomplish in the coming year?

Required documentation: Diversion tracking sheet (see Module 7), or similar 
tracking document
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2. Monitoring

Do you have staff to monitor and oversee the program?  Yes  No

Please describe your program monitoring procedure:
(monitoring employee participation, contamination, etc.)

Required documentation: Provide recent photos of recycling areas 
(photos taken in the last month)

3. Employee Engagement

Have you continued ongoing employee education about the program?  Yes  No

Have you shared information about program successes with employees?  Yes  No

Required documentation: Provide a recent example of communications to employees 
(within the last six months)

4. Benefits of Recovery and Reduction

Have you been tracking disposal/recycling costs since program qualification?  Yes  No

Have you seen an overall decrease in landfill bound waste since you
began participating in the program?  Yes  No

Please explain:
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How would you characterize the overall financial impact of your ZNW efforts 
(select one):

 The program is costing us money overall to implement

 The program is cost neutral

 The program is saving us money through avoided landfill fees

 The program is generating new revenue from the sale of recyclable commodities.

  The program is both saving us money through avoided landfill fees AND generating 
new revenue from the sale of recyclable commodities.

Please describe how your disposal costs changed since participating in the program. 
If decreased, by what percentage have you seen this expense decrease?

If you are generating new revenue from recyclable commodities, how much revenue 
is projected for the coming year?
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TERMS AND USE
If PLASTICS determines, based on the documentation provided, that you are eligible to 
participate in the ZNW program, you shall have a limited right to use the ZNW following 
logo(s) to identify your participation. Your use of the logo(s) is subject to the following terms 
and conditions: You acknowledge and agree that, notwithstanding the rights granted herein, 
PLASTICS is and shall be the sole and exclusive owner of the logo(s). You may only use the 
logo(s) to identify your participation in the program, and for no other purpose. You acknowledge 
that the ZNW program is a self-certification program. While PLASTICS sponsors the ZNW 
program, PLASTICS does not certify company performance. Accordingly, you are to not use the 
logo in any manner that: is false, deceptive, or misleading; misrepresents your relationship with 
PLASTICS or participation in the program; or states or implies an endorsement or certification 
by PLASTICS of your company, products, performance or services. The logo may be used in 
any media, but it must be used in the exact form as it appears above, without any modifications 
except to proportionately reduce or enlarge the size. PLASTICS reserves the right to inspect 
and/or give final approval of the manner in which the logo is used. Upon request, you agree 
to provide PLASTICS with representative samples of all material where the logo appears, and 
you will comply with the decisions of PLASTICS regarding its use. PLASTICS may at any time 
rescind your right to use the logo, in its sole discretion. For example, if PLASTICS ceases to 
sponsor the ZNW program, your use of the logo violates any of these terms and conditions, or 
PLASTICS determines that you have not adequately demonstrated conformity with the eligibility 
criteria. In such event, or in the event that you are no longer participating in ZNW the program, 
your company must immediately cease all use of the logo and remove the logo from all materials 
where it appears. You acknowledge and agree that you shall be solely responsible for any and 
all claims, actions, judgments, demands, proceedings, suits, injuries, damages, liabilities, costs 
and expenses (collectively, “Claims”) arising out of or relating to the conduct of your business, 
your participation in the ZNW program, and your use of the logo, and you shall indemnify and 
hold harmless PLASTICS and its directors, officers, employees, and agents from and against 
any and all such Claims, except to the extent arising out of the sole negligence of PLASTICS.

The undersigned represents that he/she is an authorized representative of the company 
identified below with the power and authority to execute this agreement on the company’s 
behalf, that the information provided in this response is accurate and truthful, and that the 
company agrees to the terms of PLASTICS logo usage.

Company ___________________________________________________________________

By (Signature): __________________________________ Date Submitted: ______________

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Title: _______________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________________________________

Email:______________________________________________________________________
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ZNW PROGRAM MANAGER:

Ashley Hood-Morley 
Director, Sustainability

ahoodmorley@plasticsindustry.org

202.999.2522

mailto:ahoodmorley%40plasticsindustry.org?subject=
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