
 
  

 

 

Dear Member of Congress: 
 
During this unprecedented time, Americans, including the nearly one million-strong 
plastics industry, are pulling together to help our families, friends and neighbors to 
cope with and recover from COVID-19. The Plastics Industry Association (PLASTICS) 
is proud to represent many companies and employees the federal government has 
deemed essential to overcoming the public health crisis. 
  
Skilled technicians are working day and night to produce personal protective 
equipment for health-care workers and patients, components for medical equipment, 
packaging for tests and treatments, as well as household items health experts 
recommend for everyone's safety, from containers for soap and sanitizer, to food 
packaging that protects our daily nutrition. 
  
Our members are grateful for the opportunity to serve.  
  
Plastics companies are converting manufacturing facilities and increasing production 
to supply the gloves, gowns and masks Americans need now. As just a few examples 
of the work PLASTICS members are doing: 
   

▪ Placon, working with engineers from the University of Wisconsin, adapted 
manufacturing lines to make 5 million plastic face shields every week for 
frontline healthcare workers.   

▪ Westfall Technik is offering its cleanrooms, molding/micro-molding, tooling, 
manufacturing and assembly services to any company requiring expanded 
capacity to produce COVID-19 testing and treatment supplies. Placon is 
also molding thousands of respirator masks and ear-relief mask straps to 
donate to frontline healthcare professionals. 

▪ With just three weeks to prepare, Novolex began making nearly 500,000 
hospital gowns per month at one facility, where machines typically produce 
birdseed and other bags. 

▪ Berry Global is manufacturing 150,000 face shields per week. In addition, 
Berry Global has experienced increased demand for the following items 
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during COVID-19: materials for face masks, including spunbond and 
meltblown nonwoven fabrics; nonwoven materials for N95 respirators; 
protective apparel materials, surgical gowns and drapes; surface 
disinfecting wipes and packaging; bottles for disinfectant sprays, hand 
sanitizers, and soaps; closures and overcaps for hygiene products like 
disinfectant sprays and food packaging. 

▪ Amcor is an essential supplier of PET bottles and jars to the food, 
beverage, medical, healthcare and pharmaceutical industries. As 
consumers' demands for safe and reliable packaging have increased over 
the last few months, Amcor has been able to effectively meet 
these increased demands within their global footprint. 

 

The hardworking men and women of the plastics industry are helping the world to 
defeat COVID-19, and as the United States safely re-emerges, our members' 
workshops and factory floors will be as critical to economic recovery and job creation, 
as they are to public health. 
  
PLASTICS thanks those on the front lines, including thousands of plastics 
professionals across the country, helping to solve the national emergency. More 
information about their invaluable work, as well as general resources for businesses 
and individuals with questions about COVID-19, is available at 
plasticsindustry.org/resources/covid-19-resources. 
  
If our organization can be of any assistance to you at this time, please email us 
at covid-19@plasticsindustry.org. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
Tony Radoszewski 
President and CEO, Plastics Industry Association (PLASTICS) 
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