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The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
President-elect of the United States 
 
December 7, 2020 
 
Dear Mr. President-elect, 
 
Let me first congratulate you and Vice President-elect Harris on your historic victory. I wish you nothing 
but the best in your efforts to bring America together, help fully revive our economy and most importantly 
lead the health care response to COVID-19 so we may all see the return of normal life very soon. 
 
I also write to you today on behalf of the more than one million American workers in the plastics industry 
to extend a sincere offer of communication and cooperation. You can consider us a partner in providing 
the necessary supplies and equipment for the COVID response, creating good paying, family supporting 
jobs here in the U.S., and achieving our shared goals of sustainability and environmental protection. 
 
Since the beginning of the COVID-crisis, our industry has been working around the clock to produce the 
materials and products that are helping to feed, heal, and protect our fellow citizens. From ventilators to 
the plastic bottles for hand sanitizer, to surgical gowns, masks, and gloves, we are a big part of the 
medical supply chain. For the food distribution network, we are the packaging, pouches, and plastic 
containers that have helped keep our grocery shelves stocked. I am proud of the incredible work of our 
industry and I promise you Mr. President-elect, we won’t stop until the job is done. 
 
Despite the needs and demands on certain parts of our membership, we have not been immune to the 
economic struggles this year. Our industry, like many others, need a robust economic recovery that brings 
back the businesses, large and small, that we have served for nearly a century. We need pro-growth 
policies that will help our workforce expand and thrive. 
 
Our members manufacture highly desirable and competitively priced products for the global economy and 
that makes trade incredibly important to us. America is a net exporter of plastic materials and products, 
but we do import materials, machines and components. Let’s work together to continue opening markets 
abroad to create more jobs at home.  
 
Like any other industry, ours certainly faces challenges. The unique properties of plastic that make it the 
material of choice for so many applications—being lightweight and resilient—also make it able to blow in 
the wind and float. Couple this with poor waste management infrastructure in developing nations in 
Southeast Asia and Africa and it results in the gut-wrenching photos of marine life surrounded by littered 
beaches and oceans. We can all agree it’s unacceptable and while we represent the American plastics 
industry, we know this is a global issue and why America is stepping up.  
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Polices such as the recently and unanimously passed Save Our Seas 2.0 are critical. Once signed into 
law the measure will fortify the United States’ leadership in preventing and addressing marine debris 
events as well as help address our own deficiencies in waste management infrastructure.  
 
Let me be clear, the plastics industry wants to be part of the solution and that’s why billions of dollars are 
being invested in new technologies and capabilities to collect, process and recycle more plastic to keep it 
out of the environment. Working with our members, we are finding ways to use more recycled material in 
our products. We are designing things to be more sustainable and 100% recyclable. And we are 
developing processes that can make large-scale recycling a reality. But there is much more to do and we 
want to work together with you and your administration to achieve our shared goals. 
 
A number of other important proposals in the 116th Congress will continue to move our country in the right 
direction.  

- The RECOVER Act, H.R. 5115, would allocate federal grants to states and municipalities to 
invest in improving their recycling programs and infrastructure, including upgrading plants 
that receive and process recyclables and enhancing the recovery and collection of materials. 
The RECYCLE Act (S 2942/ H.R. 5906) would boost consumer education so that the quality 
of the material that individuals place in their bins improves and can actually be recycled and 
not contaminated by waste.  

- The Plastics Waste Reduction and Recycling Act, H.R. 7228 would go a long way in directing 
the focus of relevant federal agencies towards finding solutions. This measure would 
establish an interagency committee to coordinate federal programs and activities in support 
of plastic waste reduction and recycling and plastic waste remediation research and 
development. 

 
Each of the measures I have referenced in this letter have one important thing in common—they are bi-
partisan. Through cooperation and hard work, I truly believe we can develop workable policy solutions 
that allow us to reach our sustainability goals in the near future while avoiding arbitrary and harmful bans 
on materials and products that serve an important purpose in society today. We all live better, healthier, 
and safer lives because of plastic. But together we also need to do a better job keeping it out of the 
environment. 
 
I pledge to you that the Plastics Industry Association and our members are ready, willing, and able to 
work with you to continue growing our American workforce, serve as an integral part of the COVID 
response, and cooperate on bi-partisan solutions to protect our environment. 
 
Best of luck to you, Mr. President-elect! 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Tony Radoszewski 
President & CEO, Plastics Industry Association 


